AROSC Time Trial & Race

California Speedway - Fontana

September 14/15, 2002

We had a HOT time in the old Fontana Township!  The sky was hot, the track was hot, and we were hot.  Only the lap times were hotter at the Alfa Romeo Owners of Southern California (AROSC) Time Trial and Race, held on the infield track of our newest Southern California road racing venue, California Speedway.  

I’ve looked forward to running our Super 7 in this event ever since it was announced earlier this year.  It’s not often we get the opportunity to try out a completely new track, and the Alfa Club has a reputation for superb events.  

Saturday morning found the usual activity buzz while everyone was arriving and choosing their pit locations.  It was a nice surprise to find fellow RFCC members Charlie Budenz and Bob Giese already there.  Charlie brought his Alfa Spyder to run in the Introductory Group, and Bob was there for some welcome support.  I also found scattered representatives of our growing Caterham Super 7 contingent, some seeking refuge from the sun in the optional-at-extra-cost garages (weren’t they free at RIR events?), and the rest gathering in the open pits under assorted awnings and EZ-Up’s.  Finally, some friends from work showed up, one to run his first ever Time-Trial in his Subaru Impreza 2.5RS and the other for his first ever Introductory Group adventure on a racetrack, driving his rescued from the crusher Porsche 944!  Another fellow joined us Sunday with his BMW 325is for the time trial, while his girlfriend tried her hand in the Intro Group.

Please excuse the indiscretion, but I’d like to insert a plug for the AROSC Intro Group program.  For $40 a person gets two hours of classroom and two hours of paced lapping on a racetrack over the course of a weekend.  This is one of the best “Test-the-Waters” programs I’ve ever heard of!

The Alfa Club is not immune to the usual first day event delays, and the event schedule slipped a bit.  But what a great little track to run a sports car on once we got out there.  The Super 7 and I were placed in run Group 3 with variety of interesting cars, including a Ferrari 348 Challenge car, several Alfa coupes, Subaru WRX’s, and even a Dodge Neon.  All in all, a fairly natty group where we could get some good clear track time.

I quickly learned to respect this track.  It has many combination turns and requires precise car placement, decisive braking and consistently smooth driving for a quick lap time.  More than a few drivers experienced the thrill of overcooking the entrance to one turn or another, only to find the world spinning around them!  The terrain is fairly flat and in many places lacks distinct visual features to help a driver position and point his vehicle, sort of like the old Ontario Speedway road course.  But this track has its own personality, and I like it a lot.  

Look at the track layout and ride along for a lap tour.  After the Start line, the entrance to combination turns 1/2 is at the end of the longest straight and requires decisive braking and quick downshifts.  A tight line through turn 1 puts you in good shape for 2 and the short burst up the straight afterwards.  Then a quick left/right kink and brake hard in a straight line on the right side of the track for the next combination at turns 5/6.  Exiting turn 6, allow your car to run to the outside of the track through sweeping turn 7 for a bit, then dive into the apex of 8 and accelerate down the short straight.  The Subaru WRX’s were impressive through 7, as they consistently put distance on me through this section!  After 8, bring your car back to the right side of the track and brake hard in a straight line for the easy to overshoot entrance to L/R turn 8A/8B combination.  Drift and accelerate to the left out of 8B, then line up and brake hard again for the R/L 8C/8D combination, and carry your speed onto the back straight and accelerate through your gears.  This was probably the highest speed portion of the track, and led through the exciting L/R 9B/10A kink, generally taken flat-out.  Next, careful decisive braking and downshifting in a straight line across the track through turn 10B put you in good position for the turn 11 right hairpin.  Drift to the left edge of the track and accelerate until a tap of the brakes sets you up for the final R/L combination at turns 12 and 13.  Drift to the right out of 13, accelerate hard through the gears past Start/Finish, move to the left side for the entrance to turn 1 and do it all over again.  What Fun!  Keeps you pretty busy.

So, how did everyone do?  For one thing, we all had a terrific time, plus the weekend provided a great opportunity to test the sweat absorptive qualities of 4-layer Nomex!  My friends experiencing their first time trials and Intro Groups enjoyed themselves and learned a lot.  But you know, the results really don’t seem to matter, we’re not out there to get rich in this sport.  What’s important are the friendships we made, the participation in a great sport, and the satisfaction from knowing you almost turned that perfect lap!  There’s beauty in balancing a car through curves on a racetrack on the edge of adhesion.  But ya know, a few little demon tweeks wouldn’t hurt to get me those six seconds I need to beat the guy in the M3 who won our class!

Respectfully submitted,

Clark Taylor

